
CRITICAL RESEARCH,

LITERATURE ANALYSIS, &

Grounding in The Liberal Arts

MJD Senior Seminar Projects



TOPICS

• PEACE TECHNOLOGY (Sarah/Grace)

• TRUCKING (Tomas)

• ANIMAL RESCUE/REHAB (Jackson, Addy, Ethan)

• DESIGNER CATS & GENETIC MODS (Miranda)

• AGING-BEAUTY INDUSTRIES (Haleigh)

• WHITE COLLAR CRIME – SILICON VALLEY (Kit)

• ENV IMPACT OF LIVE MUSIC/FESTIVALS (Bella)

• PRIMARY SCHOOLS-AGE-8-AROUND THE WORLD (Megan-Elly)

• SPORTS TECHNOLOGY & COACHING (Mike)

• NATURE IN THE 21ST CENTURY - RELATIONSHIPS (Eli)

• RE-DEFINING RETIREMENT (Laura)



Timeline for October
MJD Senior Sem Research Seminar

1. Schedule and MEET with 
Reference Librarian!

 Schedule an appt. here: 
https://lib.smcvt.edu/reference-
instruction/research-appointments

 Provide them with a 3-4 sentence 
synopsis

 + A Brief background for the research 
that you have already conducted!

2. Wed., Oct 13th Summary of 
Reference Librarian Meeting 
and FINDINGS

3. WED., Oct 27th : CRITICAL 
LITERATURE REVIEW IS DUE!

https://lib.smcvt.edu/reference-instruction/research-appointments
https://lib.smcvt.edu/reference-instruction/research-appointments
https://lib.smcvt.edu/reference-instruction/research-appointments


GUIDELINES: CRITIAL LITERATURE 
REVIEW/ANALYSIS

http://academics.smcvt.edu/mjda/MJD450 Senior RESEARCH Sem Links Reseources.htm
http://academics.smcvt.edu/mjda/MJD450 Senior RESEARCH Sem Links Reseources.htm


Historical Perspectives  TIMELINE

1. LONG-TERM TRENDS-Movements? 
– How is the topic/subject part of a longer trend or set of patterns over time (decades, 

centuries,…)?

2. LANDMARK EVENTS? 

– What landmark events or transitions are part of the larger “stories” related to the topic/issue?

3. CENTRAL FIGURES? 
– Who are the central figures associated with the evolution of the 

topic/issue?

4. Paradigm Shifts?
– New/different ways of thinking or approaching?



IMPORTANT TERMS, CONCEPTS, PROCESSES and 
ORGANIZATIONS? 

1. WHAT are the important and/or central TERMS or 
CONCEPTS? 

A. SPECIFIC to the field or area you are researching

B. TECHNICAL or Semi-technical terms or definitions

C. NEW terms or concepts

D. Behind the scenes--“in-house” or important “jargon”

2. Important PROCESSES or OPERATIONS ?

3. Important/Central ORGANIZATIONS or PEOPLE NOW?



2 RELEVANT LIBERAL ARTS 
PERSPECTIVES

• Anthropological-Socio-Cultural (REQUIRED)

And (+ one of the following…)

• Political-Economic 

• Psychological

• Philosophical

• Scientific/Technical/Medical



Anthropological-Socio-Cultural Perspectives
HOW do each of the following play an important role in my topic?

1. PATTERNS of HUMAN BEHAVIOR and/or HUMAN INTERACTIONS that 
surround this topic?

 Individual patterns—”norms” vs. “fringe”

 Mass/Mainstream—(local, regional, national, global)

2. CULTURAL POWER?  Symbols?  What’s Cool/Hip/Important? Status?
 Who wields it? What are the “rites of passage” and who decides?

3. RACE?
– How are issues of RACE directly and indirectly related to my topic?  

– Asian, African American, Hispanic, etc.

4. GENDER? 
– How are issues of GENDER directly and indirectly related to my topic?

5. AGE?

• How are issues of AGE directly and indirectly related to my topic?

• ChildrenTweens; 25-49;  49-70;  70+

6. CROSS-CULTURAL Comparisons?

How are the issues of my topic dealt with in other cultures or other 
regions of the world?  China?  India? Japan?  UAE?  Nigeria? France?  
Germany?  Turkey?  

7. INCOME?
 How are issues of INCOME, ECONOMIC, or SOCIAL STATUS directly and 

indirectly related to my topic?



Political-Economic Perspectives

1. POWER !?
– Who has POLITICAL-ECONOMIC power?

– and PROFIT$?

– How is that power wielded?

– How does the money flow, and how does that shape the process/product?

2. DECISION-MAKING and PRIORITY AGENDA SETTING? 

– How does decision-making occur? How many people or groups are involved in the process? Equitable 
representation?

– What is at stake with such decisions?

3. POLARIZING POLITICS? 

– Has the issue been politicized in traditional bi-polar political ways? How so?

4. GOVERNMENTAL/LEGAL INVOLVEMENT?

– What are the government policies, rulings, legal precedents?

5. NON-GOVERNMENTAL INVOLVEMENT? 

– What citizens, consumers, corporations, non-government agencies, nonprofit organizations, policies, 
practices are involved?



Psychological Perspectives

HOW do each of the following play an important role in my topic?

1. IDENTITY and PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT

– What factors shape individual’s behavior, thinking, or feeling related to the topic?

– Thought, thinking, and emotions? 

– What factors shape individual’s perceptual filters related to the topic

2. NORMATIVE? “normal”  vs. “abnormal” 

– What’s considered “normal”  or “abnormal” and what are the assumptions and/or 
problems associated with those categories?

3. INSTINCTUAL vs. LEARNED vs CONDITIONED behaviors?

– What are the instinctual vs. learned or conditioned behaviors?

4. RATS & SOPHS? (Laboratory Environments vs. Reality)

• When you have white rats or college sophomores connected to electrodes in a 
laboratory environment, how do they behave (related) to the topic?



Philosophical Perspectives

HOW do each of the following play an important role 
in my topic?

1. HUMAN THOUGHT

> How has human thinking about this topic changed over time?

> Epistemological How do we know what we know about this topic?

2. LANGUAGE? 

> How does the language we use to discuss this topic shape our 
understandings of it?

3. ASSUMPTIONS? 

> What fundamental assumptions underpin the current discussion of 
the topic?



Scientific, HEALTH & TECHNICAL Perspectives

1. HEALTH/MEDICINE? 

• What research has been done in health, medicine, and animal sciences that is related to 
your topic?

2. ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES and SCIENCE? 

• What research has been done in environmental science that is related to your topic?

3. BIO-CHEM-PHYSICS? 

• What research has been done in biology, chemistry, and physics that is related to your 
topic?

4. APPLIED SCIENCE/Technology? 

• How are the results of the research being applied or put into practice by individuals or 
social institutions?


